
 A WALK THROUGH THE BIBLE 
September 3, 2017 
Hebrews - James 

 

Last week we started walking through the book of HEBREWS 
but we didn’t make it all the way through. 

This week I wanted to finish Hebrews and get into James. 
The good news is, we are going to finish Hebrews. 

 

Remember, the BIG IDEA FOR THE BOOK OF HEBREWS IS  

JESUS IS SUPREME! 
SAY THAT TOGETHER WITH ME… 

The author shows how Jesus is the ultimate revelation  
of God’s love and mercy and He is worthy of our devotion,  

even if we are persecuted because of it.  
 

The author begins with a comparison and contrast  
to show that JESUS IS SUPREME OVER ALL! 

 

To review, I’m just going to give you the main points  
up to where we stopped last week. 

 

Chapters 1-2 
Jesus is supreme over the prophets, and the Angels  

 

Chapters 3-4 
Jesus is supreme over Moses 

 

Chapters 5-7 
Jesus is supreme over the Priests  

 

JESUS is the ULTIMATE HIGH PRIEST! 
He is MORALLY FLAWLESS and ETERNALLY AVAILABLE 

He is superior to any other mediator between God and humans. 
 

Chapters 8-10 
Jesus is the supreme sacrifice and is superior  

to the old covenant! 



Jesus’ death on the cross was the  
ONCE FOR ALL TIME, ULTIMATE SACRIFICE  

that was sufficient to take away the sins of the whole world! 
 

AND… 
Jesus’ sacrifice is the foundation for the NEW COVENANT 

between God and His people which is far better! 
 

Chapter 11 

FAITH HALL OF FAME! 
 

Hebrews 11:1 (Definition of faith) 
Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and  

assurance about what we do not see. 
 

v.6 WITHOUT FAITH, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO PLEASE GOD! 
 

The author lists many examples in this chapter and there are 
other examples elsewhere in God’s Word of men and women 

who WALKED BY FAITH and NOT BY SIGHT. 
 

Many of the things they believed God for, happened  
in their lifetime.  Some of the promises extended far  

beyond their lifetime. 
                                                                    for us 

Some of God’s promises ^ will be fulfilled by faith in our time. 
Other promises will be fulfilled in later generations. 

Our children and grandchildren will reap the benefits  
of those promises. 

 
Here’s the catch… 

Like Abraham, Moses, & others, we have to stand in faith NOW 
and believe the promises of God NOW in order for our children, 
grandchildren, etc. to reap the benefit of those promises later! 

 



Hebrews 11:1  
We have to always remember that faith is confidence in  

what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. 
 

AND… 
WITHOUT FAITH, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO PLEASE GOD! 

 
That’s where we stopped last week.  Now, coming out of the 

FAITH HALL OF FAME, look at how the author begins chapter 12 
 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge  
crowd of witnesses to the life of faith…  

 

Some people interoperate that verse to mean that people from 
the past, maybe some of these heroes or our loved ones who 

have gone on to heaven are now watching us as we run  
the race and are cheering us on, so to speak.  

I’m not saying that couldn’t happen, but a more likely 
explanation could be this…  

1st word? – When you see the word therefore, what do you do? 
 

So looking back, we see that the author has just reminded us  
of the stories of how these great heroes of faith ran the  

race laid out for them. 
They are witnesses to the fact that God blesses a life  

that is lived by faith. 
And now, following their example: 

let us strip off every weight that slows us down,  
especially the sin that so easily trips us up.  

And let us run with endurance the race God has set before us.  
HOW DO WE DO THIS? 

2 We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the  
champion who initiates and perfects our faith.  

Because of the joy awaiting him, he endured the cross, 
disregarding its shame. Now he is seated in the place  

of honor beside God’s throne. 
 



I have to keep reminding myself that this is an overview 
because there is so much that I would love to stop and talk 

about; AND WE WILL, just not today.  Study it for yourself!!! 
Now the author transitions into talking about DISCIPLINE. 

 

Let’s take a quick look at these verses, because I believe  
we either forget about these them or we think that they  

only apply to children and not to “grown-ups”. 
 

Hebrews 12:5-11 
And have you forgotten the encouraging words  

God spoke to you as his children? He said,  
 

“My child, don’t make light of (or take lightly)  
the LORD’s discipline,  

and don’t give up when he corrects you.  
6 For the LORD disciplines those he loves,  

and he punishes each one he accepts as his child.”  
7 As you endure this divine discipline, remember that  

God is treating you as his own children. Who ever heard of a 
child who is never disciplined by its father? 

8 If God doesn’t discipline you as he does all of his children,  
it means that you are illegitimate and are not really  

his children at all.  
 

9 Since we respected our earthly fathers who disciplined us, 
shouldn’t we submit even more to the discipline of the  

Father of our spirits, and live forever?  
10 For our earthly fathers disciplined us for a few years,  

doing the best they knew how. But God’s discipline is always 
good for us, so that we might share in his holiness.  

11 No discipline is enjoyable while it is happening—it’s painful! 
But afterward there will be a peaceful harvest of right living  

for those who are trained in this way.  
 

Let’s look back at vv.5-6.  There’s something I want you to see. 
 



 “My child, don’t make light of (or take lightly)  
the LORD’s DISCIPLINE,  

and don’t give up when he CORRECTS you.  
6 For the LORD disciplines those he loves,  

and he PUNISHES each one he accepts as his child.” 
 

There are 3 different words I want you to look at. 
 

DISCIPLINE – The Greek word used here is “paideia” (pidaia) 
 which means to INSTRUCT or TEACH. 

 
CORRECT – The Greek word used here is “elegcho” (elengco) 
 which means to rebuke / tell them what they are doing 

wrong and warn them. Help them to change it. 
 

PUNISH – The Greek word used here is “mastigoō” 
 which refers to sensible physical discipline,  

not beating or abuse. 
 

These verses also give a progression for discipline 
 

DISCIPLINE – instruct them, teach them. 
This is part of relationship building… 

Joshua McDowell said: 
“Rules without relationship breeds rebellion.” 

 

CORRECT – tell them what they are doing wrong,  
explain how to do it right, and warn them. 
Give them every opportunity to succeed. 

 

PUNISH – sensible physical discipline / spanking – explain 
11 No discipline is enjoyable while it is happening—it’s painful! 
But afterward there will be a peaceful harvest of right living for 

those who are trained in this way. 
Physical discipline should be reserved for willful disobedience,  

never in anger –  never in public – always in love. 



I DID NOT ENJOY…  BUT I AM SOOOO THANKFUL! 
 

These verses provide some great instruction for how we should 
discipline our kids, but think about this for a second. 

Where did these instructions come from?  GOD 
 

This is the way he disciplines his children… 
 

DISCIPLINE 
He instructs and teaches through the Word and the Holy Spirit 

 
CORRECT / REBUKE 

The Word – Conscience – Christian Friend 
 

PUNISH / PHYSICAL DISCIPLINE 
Does God use physical discipline? 

 

1 Corinthians 11:27-32 
So anyone who eats this bread or drinks this cup of the  

Lord unworthily is guilty of sinning against the body and  
blood of the Lord. 28 That is why you should examine yourself 

before eating the bread and drinking the cup.  
29 For if you eat the bread or drink the cup without honoring  

the body of Christ, you are eating and drinking God’s judgment 
upon yourself. 30 That is why many of you are weak and  

sick and some have even died.  
31 But if we would examine ourselves, we would not be judged 

by God in this way. 32 Yet when we are judged by the Lord,  
we are being disciplined so that we will not be condemned  

along with the world. 
 

So does God use physical discipline?  YES 
 

Having said that, let me say this… 
Not every illness is God’s discipline. 

 



Remember the man Jesus healed… 
Disciples asked who sinned…? 

Jesus said - - - - to show my glory… 
 

How do I know if I am being disciplined? 
 

31 But if we would examine ourselves, we would not be  
judged by God in this way. 

 

I believe that many times, we go through physical discipline 
and it never does us any good because we don’t even  

recognize the fact that we are going through it. 
 

Example: Back Hurt – Piano Stool – 6 mo. 
GOD WANTED MORE OF ME, THAT’S WHERE HE GOT IT 

Wake up in the middle of the night, can’t sleep? 
Maybe God just wants to be with you more - someone to pray 

for 
 

Always remember that: 
GOD’S DISCIPLINE PROVES HIS LOVE FOR ME! 

 
 

A CALL TO LISTEN TO GOD 
Hebrews 12:25 

Be careful that you do not refuse to listen to the One  
who is speaking. For if the people of Israel did not escape  

when they refused to listen to Moses, the earthly messenger,  
we will certainly not escape if we reject the One  

who speaks to us from heaven! 
 
 

Chapter 13 begins with a call to 
Keep on loving each other… 

 
Hebrews 13:1-3 



Keep on loving each other as brothers and sisters.  
2 Don’t forget to show hospitality to strangers, for some who 
have done this have entertained angels without realizing it! 
3 Remember those in prison, as if you were there yourself. 
Remember also those being mistreated, as if you felt their  

pain in your own bodies. 
Empathize: Put yourself in their position, then pray. 

 
Remember what you’ve been taught 

Hebrews 13:15-16 
Therefore, let us offer through Jesus a continual sacrifice of 

praise to God, proclaiming our allegiance to his name.  
16 And don’t forget to do good and to share with those in need. 

These are the sacrifices that please God. 
 

Call to submit to leadership 
Hebrews 13:17 

Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority, 
because they keep watch over you as those who must give an 
account. Do this so that their work will be a joy, not a burden,  

for that would be of no benefit to you. 
 

Closing prayer and Send greetings 
Hebrews 13:11-12 

Now may the God of peace—  
who brought up from the dead our Lord Jesus,  

the great Shepherd of the sheep,  
and ratified an eternal covenant with his blood—  

21 may he equip you with all you need for doing his will.  
May he produce in you,  

through the power of Jesus Christ,  
every good thing that is pleasing to him.  
All glory to him forever and ever! Amen. 

 
There is sooooo much in this book! 



Please study it for yourself!! 
 
 

BEFORE WE GO… 
BIG IDEA FOR THE BOOK OF HEBREWS  

JESUS IS SUPREME! 
SAY THAT TOGETHER WITH ME… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


