
  A WALK THROUGH THE BIBLE 
September 17, 2017 

1st & 2nd Peter 
 

Last week we finished the book of JAMES 
 

We said that the KEY VERSE for James is: 
 

James 1:22 
Read it together with me… 

Do not merely listen to the word,  
and so deceive yourselves.  

Do what it says. 
 

The Bible isn’t just a “good book”,  
it is the VERY WORD OF GOD…  

It is a LOVE LETTER FROM GOD TO YOU… 
It is a MANUAL FOR SUCCESS in every area of your life… 

It is SO SIMPLE that a child can understand it, yet SO DEEP  
that it can keep even the most advanced scholars  

enthralled for the rest of their lives. 
 

It is SCIENTIFICALLY ACCURATE… 
 It is HISTORICALLY CORRECT… 

It is the book that helps us to LEARN FROM OUR PAST, 
while showing us HOW TO LIVE IN THE PRESENT and  

giving us a GLIMPSE INTO THE FUTURE… 
 

It is HEALING FOR THE SICK & STRENGTH FOR THE WEAK… 
It is COMFORT FOR THE BROKENHEARTED and the  

PROMISE OF LIFE FOR THE DYING.  
It is chock full of GOD’S PROMISES TO YOU… 

and YOU CAN TRUST IT, YOU CAN TEST IT, 
YOU CAN LIVE BY IT, & YOU CAN DIE BY IT!  

 



BUT… IF YOU DON’T READ/LISTEN TO THE WORD,  
THEN YOU CAN’T KNOW IT.   

AND IF YOU DON’T KNOW THE WORD, 
THEN YOU CAN’T APPLY IT. 

AND IF YOU DON’T APPLY THE WORD 
THEN YOU CAN’T REAP THE BENEFITS OF IT! 

 

So I want to challenge you to READ the WORD! 
If you’re not a great reader, then LISTEN to the WORD, 

while you’re in the car, mowing the grass, out for a walk, etc. 
My grandpa only had a 4th grade education and could  

only read a little.  But they had the Bible on vinyl records,  
and sometimes they would sit beside that big console stereo  

and listen to the Bible. 
 

Many of you probably have the “Bible App” on your phone. 
Most of the translations will have a little speaker at the top. 

If you click on that speaker, you can listen to the Word, 
My favorite to listen to is the NLT… 

 

So again, I want to challenge you to READ/LISTEN to the WORD!  
and DON’T JUST LISTEN TO IT, DO WHAT IT SAYS! 

 
Now let’s get into 1st Peter… 

 

Simon/Peter is the disciple I relate to the most… 
Peter was just a blue-collar guy, a fisherman by trade,  

who answered the call to follow Jesus.  
He seemed to have a fairly small filter, so you usually  
didn’t have to wonder what he was thinking and that  

got him into trouble more than once... 
But Peter would have these moments when something 

came out of his mouth and you would know that HE GOT IT! 
Like the time Jesus asked the disciples, who do you  

say that I am, and Peter blurted out, “You are the CHRIST, 
THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD” 

Jesus said, Simon! YOU GET IT!  But, know that this didn’t  



come from you, those words came straight from the Father! 
That’s the moment when Jesus changed his name from  

Simon to “Petra/Peter” which means ROCK! 
And then Jesus said: “upon this ROCK I will build my church 

and the gates of Hell will not prevail against it”. 
Though Peter was eventually the head of Jesus’ new church, 

when Jesus said, “upon this ROCK I will build my church” 
He wasn’t talking about the person, Peter.  He was talking about 
the declaration that Peter had just made.  “You are the CHRIST, 

THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD” 
 

JESUS is the foundation of the church, He is the  
Chief Cornerstone! 

 
Peter wrote this letter later in life from Rome, which he calls 

Babylon, and he does so with the help of a man named  
Silvanus, or Silas 

The letter was written to mostly non-Jewish Christians,  
and it was a circulatory letter to churches in Asia Minor,  

which is modern day Turkey. 
Let me explain what I mean by circulatory letter...   

Paul wrote mostly to specific congregations and individuals, 
not to say that they don’t apply to all of us, because they do. 

Peter, James, John, and Jude wrote to broader audiences  
and the letters were meant to be circulated to churches 

throughout the Roman Empire. 
 

The Christians in Asia Minor were facing much persecution  
from both Greeks and Romans and Peter writes this  

letter to encourage them in their faith. 
 

Peter explains that for followers of Christ, suffering isn’t just 
something to put up with – it’s something to expect. 

 

1 Peter 4:12-16 
Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has 
come on you to test you, as though something strange were 



happening to you. 13 But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in 
the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his 
glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted because of the name of 
Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests 

on you. 15 If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or 
any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. 16 However,  

if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but  
praise God that you bear that name. 

 
As a follower of Christ, the way we live should be so different 

from the world around us, that it makes us stand out! 
Many times, people in the world don’t do well with those who  
are different and stand out, so they respond with insults and 

sometimes worse. 
But Peter says: “if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, 

but praise God that you bear that name.” 
 

Remember when we walked through Hebrews… One of the main 
things the author tried to get across was that: 

Jesus is the ultimate revelation of God’s love and mercy  
and He is worthy of our devotion,  

even if we are persecuted because of it. 
 

That’s also what Peter is saying…   
Let me show you what I mean. 

 

Turn in your Bibles to 1 Peter 1:3-7 
All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is by his 

great mercy that we have been born again into a living hope, 
because God raised Jesus Christ from the dead.  

Now we live with great expectation, 4 and we have a priceless 
inheritance—an inheritance that is kept in heaven for you,  

pure and undefiled, beyond the reach of change and decay. 
5 And through your faith, God is protecting you by his power 

until you receive this salvation, which is ready to be revealed on 
the last day for all to see.  



6 So be truly glad. There is wonderful joy ahead, even though 
you must endure many trials for a little while.  

7 These trials will show that your faith is genuine. It is being 
tested as fire tests and purifies gold—though your faith  

is far more precious than mere gold.  
So when your faith remains strong through many trials,  

it will bring you much praise and glory and honor on the day 
when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole world. 

_______________________________________________________ 
* How you handle insults and trials, will reveal whether  

your faith is genuine or not. 
 

Now obviously, no one enjoys suffering,  
but Peter actually calls it a blessing.  

Here’s some reasons why he sees it this way: 
 

When we suffer as Christians, we identify with Jesus.  
(1 Pe 4:1, 13) 

After we share in His hardship, we will share in His glory  
(1 Pe 5:10) 

Suffering is an opportunity to prove our faith  
(1 Pe 1:6–7) 

Suffering is an opportunity to do right— 
even when we are wronged (1 Pe 2:20) 

Christ set an example of suffering for us to follow  
(1 Pe 2:21) 

The way we deal with persecution will bring our  
persecutors to glorify God (1 Pe 2:12) 

When we do what is right no matter what the circumstances,  
God is pleased (1 Pe 2:20) 

 
 
 
 
 



OUTLINE OF 1 PETER 
1.  Suffering proves salvation (1 Pet 1:1-12) 
     Therefore: 

* Be holy (1 Pet 1:13–21) 
* Love one another (1 Pet 1:22–25) 
* Long for the word (1 Pet 2:1–3) 

 
2.  We are a holy people (1 Pet 2:4–11) 
     Therefore, pursue excellent behavior: 

* Toward those in authority (1 Pet 2:11–25) 
* Toward spouses (1 Pet 3:1–7) 
* Toward everyone (1 Pet 3:8–12) 

 
3.  Christ suffered for us (1 Pet 3:13–22) 
     Therefore: 

* Live for the will of God (1 Pet 4:1–6) 
* Exercise your spiritual gifts (1 Pet 4:7–11) 

 
4.  Suffering tests us (1 Pet 4:12–19) 
     Therefore: 

* Elders should guard the flock (1 Pet 5:1–5) 
* Humble yourselves under God (1 Pet 5:6–7) 
* Stand firm (1 Pet 5:8–14) 

 
KEY VERSE 
1 Peter 4:16 

If you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed,  
but praise God that you bear His name. 

 
 

2 PETER 
 

After Jesus arose from the grave, he had a special  
conversation with Peter.  During this conversation he  

let Peter know how he would die. 



John 21:18-19 
“I tell you the truth, when you were young, you were able to do 

as you liked; you dressed yourself and went wherever you 
wanted to go. But when you are old, you will stretch out your 

hands, and others will dress you and take you where you don’t 
want to go.” 19 Jesus said this to let him know by what kind of 
death he would glorify God. Then Jesus told him, “Follow me.” 

 
So Peter knows that he will die for the Lord, 

and he also knows that his time is getting close. 
 

So Peter decides to write one last letter to the churches. 
THESE ARE HIS FINAL WORDS TO THEM. 

 
Peter begins with a call to BE DILIGENT in developing your faith. 

(1:1-15) 
 

2 Peter 1:3-11 
By his divine power, God has given us everything we need for 

living a godly life. We have received all of this by coming to 
know him, the one who called us to himself by means of his 

marvelous glory and excellence. 
 

And because of his glory and excellence, he has given us great 
and precious promises. These are the promises that enable you 

to share his divine nature and escape the world’s corruption 
caused by human desires.  

 
5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith 

goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 6 and to knowledge, 
self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to 

perseverance, godliness; 7 and to godliness, mutual affection; 
and to mutual affection, love for everyone. SLIDES END 8 For if you 
possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep 

you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge 



of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But whoever does not have them is 
nearsighted and blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed 

from their past sins.  
10 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every effort (work 
hard) to confirm your calling and election (to prove that you 
really are saved). For if you do these things, you will never 

stumble, 11 and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal 
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 
Then Peter challenges us to  REMEMBER THE TRUTH. 

(1:16-21) 
 

Peter says; we weren’t just making this stuff up when  
we told you that Jesus is going to come back, and neither  

were the prophets of old! 
 

2 Peter 1:20-21 
Above all, you must realize that no prophecy in Scripture  

ever came from the prophet’s own understanding, 21 or from 
human initiative. No, those prophets were moved by the  

Holy Spirit, and they spoke from God. 
 

Then Peter moves on to a warning about FALSE PROPHETS. 
(2:1-22) 

 
2 Peter 2:1-3 

But there were also false prophets in Israel, just as there will be 
false teachers among you. They will cleverly teach destructive 
heresies and even deny the Master who bought them. In this 

way, they will bring sudden destruction on themselves.  
2 Many will follow their evil teaching and shameful immorality. 

And because of these teachers, the way of truth will be 
slandered. 3 In their greed they will make up clever lies to get 

hold of your money. But God condemned them long ago,  
and their destruction will not be delayed. 



Then Peter challenges us again to  REMEMBER THE TRUTH. 
(3:1-13) 

 
Though it may seem like it is taking a long time 

JESUS IS COMING BACK! 
 

2 Peter 3:9 
The Lord isn’t really being slow about his promise, as some 

people think. No, he is being patient for your sake. He does not 
want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent. 

 
 

Peter ends with a 2nd call to BE DILIGENT  
(3:14-18) 

 
2 Peter 3:17-18 

You already know these things, dear friends. So be on guard; 
then you will not be carried away by the errors of these  

wicked people and lose your own secure footing.  
18 Rather, you must grow in the grace and knowledge of  

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
All glory to him, both now and forever! Amen. 

 
 

KEY VERSE 
2 Peter 3:2 

 I want you to remember what the holy prophets said  
long ago and what our Lord and Savior commanded  

through your apostles. 
 
 
 


